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Since 1948, more than 9,000 Filipinos and 
Americans have participated in U.S. Government-
sponsored exchange programs between the Philippines 
and the United States. These participants include youth, 
mid-career professionals, and senior officials who 
represent all sectors from both countries. The connections 
forged between Filipinos and Americans through these 
exchange programs have helped build mutual 
understanding and strengthened a robust bilateral 
relationship. Exchange program alumni have contributed 
to the development of the Philippines upon their return 
and continued to connect and work with alumni from 
around the globe.

A unique attribute of U.S. exchange programs in the 
Philippines is the dynamism of the Filipino exchange 
alumni, who have organized themselves into more than
30 associations. Through these alumni associations, they 
actively leverage their exchange experiences to develop 
programs and projects to address some of the nation’s 
most pressing needs. These include our shared goals of 
improving the quality of education, promoting inclusive 
economic development, advancing rule of law, promoting 
peace and security, and enhancing environmental resource 
management.

In 2019, Filipino alumni of U.S. exchange programs
generated 486 projects that engaged more than 20,000 
people. This report highlights some of 2019 initiatives 
implemented by the following alumni associations:

BACKGROUND
PROGRAM-BASED ALUMNI
ASSOCIATIONS

• East-West Center Alumni Association –Philippines  
(EWC Philippines) 

• The Eisenhower Fellows Association of the Philippines 

• Fulbright Scholars Alumni Association

• Fulbright Philippine Agriculture Alumni Association 
(FPAAA)

• Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) 
Program Alumni Association

• Global Ugrad Scholars of the Philippines Alumni 
Association 

• Hubert H. Humphrey Alumni Association Philippines

• International Leaders for Education Program/Fulbright 
Distinguished Award in Teaching Program (ILEP-FDAI) 
Philippines Alumni

• International Visitor Leadership Program Philippines, 
Inc. (IVLP) 

• ACCESS Philippine Youth Leadership Program Alumni
Association, Inc. (ACCESS-PYLP)

• Southeast Asian Youth Leadership Program (SEAYLP) 
Philippines

• Youth Exchange and Study (YES) Alumni Philippines

AREA-BASED ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS

• U.S. Government Alumni Associations (USGAA) in:

 1. Panay and Guimaras

 2. Cebu

 3. Bicol

 4. Iligan

 5. Marawi

 6. Bukidnon (Hunglus)

 7. Cagayan de Oro (Bugkos) 

 8. Davao

 9. Maguindanao and Cotabato

 10. North Cotabato

 11. Negros Occidental

 12. Eastern Visayas 

 13. Zamboanga - Basilan

 14. Zamboanga del Sur

 15. SOCCSKSARGEN 

 16. Northern Luzon 
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U.S. EXCHANGE ALUMNI
ACTIVITIES IN

2019

3



Humphrey Voices Series
On January 2019, the Humphrey Alumni Philippines 

conducted the 34th Humphrey Voices Series entitled 

“Working with Alumni: My Humphrey Experience” in 

Jakarta, Indonesia. It was the first Humphrey Voices Series 

held outside the Philippines, and 80 Humphrey Fellows 

from 20 countries attended. The activity was part of the 

Indo-Pacific Conference of the 40th Anniversary of the 

Humphrey Fellowship, and discussions highlighted how 

Filipino Humphrey alumni have conducted activities over 

the years with minimal funding.

The forum spurred Humphrey Fellows in other countries to 

organize themselves into alumni associations.

The Lintianay Kwentuhan Series
The alumni in Panay and Guimaras conducted the Lintianay 

Kwentuhan forum and workshop series in Capiz and Aklan 

provinces to promote U.S. government educational and 

professional development opportunities for emerging and 

established leaders. These forums were organized in 

collaboration with alumni from different parts of the country 

and the U.S. Peace Corps.

Kumustahan and Alumni Reconnects
The USGAA in Eastern Visayas, Basilan, and Zamboanga 

held regular Kumustahan meet-ups and planning sessions. 

These events brought together alumni from different 

programs to get to know one another, discuss current 

initiatives and engagements, share best practices, and plan 

activities in their areas.

Urulayan
Alumni in the Bicol region conducted information sessions in 

Legazpi, Iriga, and Naga from March to April 2019 to 

promote Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative (YSEALI) 

programs to local youth leaders. Alumni shared their 

exchange experiences and tips on how to be competitive 

when applying to join YSEALI programs.

FPAAA Annual National Conference
FPAAA held its Annual National Conference on September 

2019 in Davao City, which provided members an

opportunity to reconnect and share expertise from their 

respective fields. Alumni discussed recent developments

in agricultural research and innovations on livestock 

production, mushroom farming, organic fertilizer

production, practical aquaculture, hydroponics, and 

coconut and banana production.

COLLABORATION 
ACROSS ALUMNI 
NETWORKS

Alumni forums and discussions built a stronger 

sense of community among alumni who 

exchanged views and expertise. Alumni from 

different U.S. exchange programs presented to 

each other and the public on their respective 

fields of expertise. They also promoted U.S. 

government educational and professional

development opportunities.
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PEACE AND STABILITY 
Alumni interventions to promote peace and stability, particulary in Mindanao and other conflict-affected areas, 

focused on peace-building measures with youth leaders and children.

Intad Wata (Kids for Peace)
The ACCESS-PYLP Alumni Association launched Intad Wata (Kids for Peace), a project that develops dialogue and 

peace-building initiatives with children. Borocot Central Elementary School students and teachers in Borocot, Maguing, and 

Lanao del Norte participated in the August 2019 workshop and mentoring program. 

Project Peace Jeepney Youth Camp
In January 2019, the USGAA in Zamboanga City convened 

15 youth leaders for Project Peace Jeepney Youth Camp, a 

workshop on peacebuilding and community development.

As a result of the workshop, participants organized

themselves to establish a new youth organization- Drivers 

for Peace. The new organization led discussions and

workshops on peacebuilding initiatives, including The

DreamDucation Project in Zamboanga City and Education

for Peace in Panigayan, Basilan.

Project CLaPS
In December 2018, the USGAA in Zamboanga del Sur launched Project CLaPS, a community intervention that built capacity 

of Subanen youth in rural areas of Zamboanga del Sur on youth leadership, conflict management, peacebuilding, and 

dialogue. Project CLaPS strengthened participants’ understanding of their own culture and identity, helped them strengthen 

their school organizations, and encouraged them to take on more peacebuilding and leadership roles.
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Summer Solstice Worldwide Poetry Reading
IVLP Philippines organized the World Festival Poetry J-21K 

(Summer Solstice Worldwide Poetry Reading) on June 21, 

2019 in support of the worldwide celebration of the summer 

solstice dedicated to ending war and fostering peace. The 

poetry reading event was held at the Coconut House, 

Quezon City Memorial Circle.

YABONG Mindanao Camp 
U.S. government alumni associations in Region 12 (North and South Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, Sarangani, General Santos City, 

and Cotabato City), Davao City, and Maguindanao launched YABONG Mindanao Camp, an April 2019 workshop that trained 

45 youth leaders from Mindanao on how to prevent and counter violent extremism. Workshop modules included project 

management, Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism (PCVE), media literacy, branding, and how to launch social 

media campaigns.

Outreach to Earthquake Victims
in North Cotabato
From November to December 2019, Davao and Cotabato 

U.S. Exchange Alumni Associations jumped into action 

following the devastating earthquakes in Mindanao to deliver 

relief supplies to nearly 200 families in Makilala, North 

Cotabato, one of the hardest-hit areas.

They organized door-to-door solicitations, a community 

donation drive, and secured support from Cotabato City 

State Polytechnic College to obtain and deliver food, 

hygiene kits, blankets, tarps, and clothes. The associations 

have been working in close coordination with Makilala Vice 

Mayor Ryan Tabanay.
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INCLUSIVE ECONOMIC 
GROWTH AND SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT

To promote inclusive social and 

economic growth, alumni programs 

enhanced participants’ abilities to 

create and sustain their livelihoods, as 

well as promote quality education and 

ASEAN regional cooperation.

40th Humphrey Voices Series: Southeast Asia 4.0 Perspectives on the 21st Century
As part of the 40th anniversary of the Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship, the Filipino Humphrey alumni hosted a forum on the 

state of affairs in Southeast Asia at the Museum of a History of Ideas, University of the Philippines, Manila on November 22, 2019. 

Humphrey Fellows from the Philippines, Malaysia, and Vietnam led the sessions.

Teacher Leadership Caravan
The ILEP-FDAI Alumni Association trained teachers from 

public  and private schools from all around the Philippines 

on teacher leadership and how to become teacher-leaders 

in their respective communities. They conducted a series of 

workshops for teachers in Baguio City and Dumaguete City 

from August to September 2019.

School-on-the-Air for Agro-enterprise 
Development and Management
Throughout 2019, USGAA of Bukidnon aired a Community- 

Based Radio Program for Agro-enterprise Development 

and Management in Maramag and Valencia City, Bukidnon. 

This radio program increased farmers’ awareness of the 

technical, business, and social services available to them.

TEApanan
The ILEP-FDAI Philippines Alumni Association members gathered in May 2019 at Bacolod City for the TEApanan annual 

conference to reconnect and discuss possible collaboration. This annual conference also convened teachers from across the 

Philippines to discuss current issues in education, enhance their teacher-leadership skills, and share research findings and 

best practices.
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Social Enterprise Expo and Education 
Exchange Fair
The USGAA in Davao City gathered Davao City high school 

student leaders and young entrepreneurs for the Social 

Enterprise Expo and Education Exchange Fair in July 2019. 

The participants learned from local Davao City entrepreneurs 

about how to start their own businesses and from exchange 

alumni about U.S. exchange opportunities.

sTREAT Children 
In July 2019, alumni in Iligan City launched sTREAT Children, 

a literacy and art program that taught street children basic 

reading, writing, and mathematics. The program also

provided space for them to express themselves through art 

and learn basic sanitation and hygiene.

YSEALI Sparkability Entrepreneurship
Boot Camp
In November 2019, YSEALI alumni led the YSEALI

Sparkability Entrepreneurship Boot Camp, a three-day 

camp for 40 social entrepreneurs from across the

Philippines to scale-up their enterprises and impact in their 

communities. Participating enterprises each have social 

causes as part of their business models, including

preserving indigenous culture and providing livelihood 

opportunities to persons with disabilities (PWDs) and 

internally displaced persons in Marawi, Mindanao. At the 

end of the bootcamp, participants pitched business 

improvement plans for an opportunity to receive small 

grants funding for implementation. Proposals included 

creating online training modules for PWDs to create 

marketable products from home, promoting sustainable 

fashion to youth, and workshops with fishing communities 

to help prevent illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) 

fishing through a mobile app.

1st International Language Education
Conference 
Alumni at Mariano Marcos State University gathered public

school and higher education instructors from Region 1 for

the 1st International Language Education Conference.

The conference trained the teachers on how to use new

technologies in language teaching. The activity enabled

participants to develop their own instruction materials

using educational technology and digital tools in ways that were tailored to their current teaching situations.
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Project TEACH
The FLTA Philippines Alumni Association conducted a series 

of teacher-training workshops in November 2019 in Davao 

City, Iligan City, Ligao City and Nueva Ecija. These workshops 

trained 125 grade school, high school, and college instructors 

on advanced classroom strategies to teach English as a 

foreign language.



Basilan Youth Caravan
In October 2019, USGAA in Basilan conducted the Basilan Youth Caravan in the Municipality of Sumisip for 52 local

participants. The Youth Caravan included lectures and discussions on youth exchanges and opportunities, community 

development, volunteerism, and teambuilding.

YSEALI IGNITE MNL Youth Summit
On December 14, 2019, Manila-based YSEALI alumni led 

a one-day advanced leadership forum for more than 800 

students from across Metro Manila. Prominent YSEALI 

alumni led sessions on empowering students to become 

more effective changemakers. U.S. Ambassador to the 

Philippines Sung Kim delivered remarks, together with 

National Youth Commission (NYC) Chairperson Ryan 

Enriquez. The Summit also included representatives from 

the Australian Embassy, Asian Development Bank, 

American Chamber of Commerce in the Philippines, and 

Coca-Cola, who highlighted youth opportunities. TV, film, 

and music star James Reid attended and stole the show.

HUMAN CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT
Alumni-led projects to develop leadership skills enhance career opportunities, especially for youth.

Sirang Kabataan Career Development Caravan
In October 2019, USGAA in Eastern Visayas launched the Sirang Kabataan Career Development Caravan at Southern Leyte 

State University, a series of workshops on leadership and careers. The program also tackled youth empowerment and the 

importance of knowing one's potential to be able to scale up their skills and identify career paths.
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Munimuni Tungo sa Kaunlaran for Students
FPAAA convened students at Central Luzon State University in February 2019 for the Munimuni Tungo sa Kaunlaran, a forum 

on advancing reproductive biotechnology research. They also discussed solutions to the country's demand for genetically 

superior animals for food, overcoming malnutrition, and generating income and employment in rural areas. Fulbright-

Philippine Agriculture program alumni and experts from Japan led the forum.

Baka-Juan Mangrove Rehab Project
The USGAA in Bicol gathered students, government officials, 

and community leaders for a series of mangrove planting 

activities and workshops from May to September 2019 for 

the Baka-Juan Mangrove Rehab Project. This project 

increased awareness of the critical roles of mangroves in the 

coastal ecosystem, economy, and disaster risk reduction 

management.

YSEALI Echo Run
On December 2019, Cagayan de Oro-based YSEALI alumni launched a zero-waste fun run. More than 700 residents

participated in the event, which emphasized citizens’ roles in sustainable development and the importance of avoiding 

single-use plastics. Participants brought their own tumblers for drinks, and all other materials used for the fun run were 

recycled. An “Earth Talk” followed the run to encourage greater environmental sustainability, and an “Eco Bazaar” promoted 

businesses selling local and organic products. Echo Run ended with a music festival of local and indigenous artists.

YES Luzon-Humphrey Philippine Mobile Video Competition
YES alumni in Luzon and the Hubert H. Humphrey Alumni Philippines launched a mobile video-making competition in July 

2019 for youth to promote environmental advocacies. Thirty-five youth leaders from all over the country participated.

NATURAL AND
ENVIRONMENTAL
RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT

Alumni associations led initiatives to help

protect marine ecosystems, increase the capacity of

communities to manage environmental resources,

and promote awareness of environmental issues.
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Touch Me Not: Empowering the Youth 
to Prevent Sexual Abuse
YES Alumni Philippines organized this February 2019 

educational campaign and workshop in Manila.

The workshop trained 120 students on the laws that 

protect women from sexual abuse and harassment and 

provided them with basic self-defense skills. 

RULE OF LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Interfaith Dialogue: Human Rights in the 
Context of Christianity and Islam
The IVLP Philippines Alumni Association convened 60 

scholars, religious leaders, and advocates on inclusivity for

an Interfaith Dialogue on Human Rights in the Context of

Christianity and Islam. This dialogue provided space for 

people of different faiths to discuss their interpretations of 

human rights and how they apprehend issues on women 

empowerment.

Sagu-Ilaw 
On August 2019, Hunglus (USGAA – Bukidnon) launched the Sagu-Ilaw Guidebook for Children in Conflict with the Law 

(CICL) during a leadership training program for 141 youth at Bukidnon State University. Hunglus developed a leadership 

training guidebook in consultation with the Juvenile Justice Welfare Council (JJWC) of the Philippines. The guidebook 

contains information in cartoon form and Cebuano language on the CICL’s rights and responsibilities, how they should 

engage with law enforcement authorities, and how they can seek help. The alumni printed 350 copies of the guidebook for 

distribution to the Social Welfare and Development Offices of at least 15 cities and municipalities in Northern Mindanao.  

The Citizen Starter Pack
USGAA Cagayan de Oro taught senior high school students 

and administrators about their rights and responsibilities as 

Filipino citizens, and trained them on how to cope with 

disasters. They were also taught about drafting local

resolutions and project pitching. Students, grouped by school, 

then implemented projects on promoting citizens’ rights and 

disaster risk reduction and management.

Alumni addressed different facets of human rights issues, including promoting human rights awareness, religious 

freedom, children’s and citizens’ rights, and freedom from sexual abuse and harassment.

11



Project Kadtiwalay
Alumni in Maguindanao province and Cotabato launched Project Kadtiwalay in June 2019 to increase awareness of modern 

and acceptable family planning services among male heads of families in the conservative Maguindanao province. Through 

an intensive education campaign on family planning, supplemented by Islamic teaching, 23 new male heads of household 

committed to modern family planning methods, and seven committed to natural family planning methods. The alumni team 

engaged a total of 130 youth volunteers for implementation of this project.

AbiliTeens
Alumni in Region 12 (North and South Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, 

Sarangani, General Santos City, and Cotabato City) launched 

AbiliTeens, a youth empowerment and teen health program in 

General Santos City. This project conducted awareness campaigns 

among youth on adolescent health and teen issues such as child 

marriages, teenage pregnancy, sexually transmitted infections, child 

labor, and child trafficking. It also trained 30 high school students on 

leadership, personality development, project management, and 

project proposal making. These trained youth leaders then launched 

their respective initiatives to advocate for adolescent issues in 

General Santos City.

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS

Alumni-led projects on health and 

wellness promoted reproductive 

health to youth and heads of

households in Mindanao.  
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LOOKING FORWARD AND ADAPTING TO 2020

To build on the gains of 2019, in February 2020, representatives of 21 U.S. government exchange 

alumni associations in the Philippines gathered in Manila for a two-day strategic planning workshop. 

The group formulated plans to work together in 2020 to address issues of mutual interest to both 

the United States and the Philippines. Given the current COVID-19 pandemic, the alumni associations 

have begun to conduct some of these plans through online platforms, and have also initiated rapid 

response initiatives to address needs during the health crisis. 
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Advancing maritime security and resource management 
Select alumni associations will work together to train Filipino youth leaders on how to 

negotiate, manage diplomatic relations, and settle maritime issues. A series of forums will 

also increase the awareness of the public on how the Philippines can enhance its

maritime security and protect its marine resources.

Countering misinformation and promoting media literacy
A group of alumni experts in countering disinformation and promoting media literacy 

are drafting a handbook for teachers on how to teach media literacy for junior and 

senior high school students. This handbook will be pilot tested in select regions of the 

Philippines and introduced to teachers in a series of workshops.

Increasing accountability and transparency in government 
Alumni groups will work with local governments to increase their ability to respond to the 

needs of constituents through the use of social and technological innovations, multi-

stakeholder collaboration, and citizen mobilization. These approaches will be introduced 

through a series of workshops, advocacy campaigns, and launches of digital tools that will 

engage wider audiences in governance.

Additional programs will build the capacity of the newly instituted Sangguniang Kabataan 

(Youth Councils) to formulate and implement policies and programs that benefit Filipino 

youth. A series of workshops, forums, and campaigns will be launched to engage

Sangguniang Kabataan leaders in select areas of the country.

Promoting peace and development in conflict-affected areas
Alumni groups in the Philippines and across ASEAN will conduct a series of collaborative 

projects to increase awareness and capacity among youth to prevent and counter

radicalization. A series of workshops will train youth leaders, especially in Mindanao, on 

how to design and implement projects that promote peace and counter violent

extremism. Forums and social media campaigns on peacebuilding and extremism in 

Mindanao will also increase awareness on these issues.

Promoting Human Rights and Rule of Law 
Leveraging educational resources on children’s rights and citizenship developed in 2019, 

alumni groups plan to increase awareness on the rights and responsibilities of children 

and Filipino citizens in other areas of the Philippines. Wider distribution of educational 

resources and a series of forums will introduce these basic rights and responsibilities to a 

broader audience. 

Celebrating the 80th year anniversary and the impact of the 
International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) 
The U.S. Embassy in the Philippines and the IVLP Alumni Association – Philippines will

launch a series of public events to highlight the impact and milestones of the IVLP 

Program over the past 80 years. Themes will include the impact of the IVLP program on 

its alumni, and how alumni have contributed to the development of Philippine society 

and the U.S.-Philippines relationship. There will be social media campaigns, forums, 

exhibitions, and an awards program.

For more information about the U.S. Exchange Alumni events, you may email AlumniPhilippines@state.gov.
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In response to the current COVID-19 pandemic, U.S. exchange alumni, again, unified to assist frontliners and 
affected communities through innovative projects. The alumni associations find ways to make positive change 
and leverage connections, created through alumni networks, to benefit local communities affected by COVID-19. 
Besides responding to the current health crisis, 2020 U.S. Exchange Alumni Activities will also focus on:
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